Equine Terms

A
Abaxial: Away from the center of the body or limb
Abdomen:  Area between the ribs and the stifle, contains the digestive system (belly).
Abduction: The movement of a body part away from the midline of the horse
Acute: Of recent or abrupt onset.  “This is an acute lameness; it just developed this morning.”
Adduction: The movement of a body part toward the midline of the horse.
Adhesion:  The abnormal adherence of one anatomic structure to another.
Aids:  Cues or signals a rider gives a horse to communicate movement.
Amphiarthrodial Joint: A fibrocartilaginous junction that allows limited motion between articulating bones.
Annular Ligament: A fibrous band that encircles the superficial and deep digital flexor tendons as they pass behind the fetlock joint and proximal sesamoid bones.
Anterior: Toward the front of the horse.  More appropriately denoted as cranial.  “The head s anterior to the neck.”
Appendicular: Refers to the limbs.
Arthritis: Joint inflammation.
Arthrotherapy: Treatment directed at improving joint health and function.
Artificial Aids: Mechanical cues or signals a rider uses to convey his commands to a horse (e.g. spurs, whips, etc.).
Artificial Gait: A gait that is either inspired through generation of breeding or learned through training.
Ascending Movement: Upward motion of one or more body parts.
Atrophy: Degeneration (or “wasting away”) of body tissue (e.g. muscle) due to lack of use or underlying pathology.
Axial: Toward the center of the body or limb.
Axial Lameness: Altered movement stemming from one or more structures associated with the axial skeleton.  “Temporomandibular synovitis (TMJ), cervical arthrosis and “kissing spines” all have the potential to generate axial lameness in the horse.”
Axial Skeleton:  Consists of the horse’s head, vertebral column (within the neck, thorax, and lumbar regions), and sacrum.


B
Back: Upper portion of the barrel, between the withers and the loins.
Bar Show: Characterized by a closed (rather than open) heel.
Barrel: Trunk of the horse.
Bars: Fleshy area in between front and back teeth where a bit would rest.
Beat: The number of beats associated with a gait refers to the number of individual foot-falls that occur before the sequence repeats.  Two feet striking the ground surface simultaneously generated a single beat.
Bilateral Lameness: Altered movement manifesting on both (right and left) sides of the horse.
Billets/Billet Straps:  A mouth piece that aids the rider in giving commands to a horse.  Can be made of metal, rubber, or other man-made materials.  Attaches to a bridle and reins.
Biomechanical Lameness: Altered movement(s) made in an attempt to accommodate restricted or exaggerated action of one or more parts of the horse’s anatomy (usually the limbs).  Many forms of biomechanical lameness have no inflammatory component and accordingly do not hurt.
Biomechanics: The structure and function of biological systems.
Blemish:  A permanent scar or mark made on the horse’s skin that can be cause by injury or disease and typically results in the loss of pigmentation or white hairs.
Blind Spot: An area where the horse is unable to see.  Horses are unable to see directly in front of them and directly behind them.  Always be cautious when approaching a horse in these areas, as quick movements could spook the horse.
Bosal:  A braided noseband used in Western riding.
Breaking, or Breaking-In: Training of a young, inexperienced horse to saddle or a cart.
Breakover: The action of the hoof as it pivots over the toe to lift and move the respective limb forward.
Breed:  A group of horses possessing similar characteristics that make the unique,
Bridge of Nose: Bony portion of the face between the forehead and the muzzle.
Bridle:  Tack item that extends from the horse’s mouth to the horse’s head.  Enables the rider to give commands to the horse through the bit and reins.  Also holds the bit in place.
Broodmare: A mare used for breeding purposes.
Buck:  When a horse jumps in the air kicking its hind legs up and back.  Typically an undesired move.
Bursa: A synovial sack that facilitates tendon movement over bone via lubrication.

C
Cannon: A bone that lies between the knee and the fetlock on the front leg, and the hock and the fetlock on the hind leg.
Canter: English riding term for the three beat gait where one hind leg extends first followed by the opposite diagonal pair and ending with the opposite hind leg.
Cast:  A horse that gets stuck after rolling up against a wall or stall.  Humans may need to intervene and roll the horse back to a natural position.
Caudal: Toward the tail.  Refers to anatomy of the head and body parts above the carpi (knees) in the forelimbs and tarsi (hocks) in the hind limbs.  “The pelvis is caudal to the neck.”
Centerline: An imaginary line that splits the horse into right and left halves (see also Midline).
Central Neurologic Lameness: Altered movement stemming from abnormal function of the brain and/or spinal column.
Cervicothoracic: The region adjoining the neck and chest.
Chest: Front portion of the body between the shoulders.
Chronic: Of long or indefinite duration.  “This horse has a chronic laments; it first developed last year.”
Cinch: Western riding terms for the tack piece that holds the saddle onto the horse.  Once secured to the saddle, encompasses the horse’s girth.  Called a girth in English Riding.
Circumduction: The circular or conical movement of a limb relative to the horse’s body.  During protraction, the circumducting limb moves away from the midline before moving back toward it, thus tracing a semicircle.  This gait deficit is most often associated with neurologic disease in the horse.
Coggins Test:  A blood test that determines whether a horse is infected with Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA).  Many states, including Michigan, require a horse to have a negative Coggins Test before traveling or showing.
Colic: Stomach or abdominal pain in a horse.  Can result in a twisting of the intestines.  Pain can range in severity and veterinarians should be contacted to determine treatment.
Collagen Fibers: Small, inelastic reticular fibrils comprised of insoluble protein.  Collagen fibers are found in skin, bone, ligaments, tendons, and cartilage, and comprise nearly one-third of all body protein.
Collection:  A movement performed by the horse in which more weight is assumed by the hind limbs relative to the forelimbs.
Colt: A young male horse under the age of 4 years old that has not been castrated.
Columnar: A pattern of muscle tissue in which individual fiber bundles (called fascicles) run parallel to the long axis of the structure and its respective tendon.  This pattern allows for extensive range of motion but generates nominal force.
Compensating Limb: The limb that “takes the brunt” of the primary problem associated with another limb.  “This horse’s left front limb often serves as the compensating limb for the right hid limb.”
Concentric Muscle Action: Contraction or shortening of muscle fibers.
Conformation: Overall body composition determines whether a horse contains desired physical traits.  Some determinates include height, weight and length.
Contraction: The process of becoming shorter or shrinking.
Contralateral: Located on the other side of the horse.  “The right front limb is contralateral to the left front and left hind limbs.
Contralateral Counterpart: The comparable limb located on the other side of the horse.  “The right hind limb is the contralateral counterpart to the left hind limb.”
Contralateral Limb: A limb located on the other side of the horse.  “The left front limb is contralateral to the right front and right hind limbs.
Coronet: Lower part of the pastern.
Correct Lead: Leading with the inside forelimb while turning or circling.
Cranial: Toward the head.  Refers to body parts above the carpi (knees) in the forelimbs and tarsi (hocks) in the hind limbs.  “The neck is cranial to the pelvis.”
Cross-Firing: Striking the forelimb with the opposite (diagonal) hind foot.  Occurs in pacers.

D
Daisy Cutter: A horse that demonstrates a flat stride with very little elevation of the limbs during protraction.
Dam: A horse’s mother.
Descending Movement: Downward motion of one or more body parts.
Desmitis: Inflammation of ligament tissue.
Desmopathy: Ligament disease.
Diagonal Gait: A method of movement in which the forelimb and hind limb on opposite sides of the horse mimic each other in action.
Diagonal Pair: The pair of limbs that mirror each other in action.  “The left hind and right front limbs comprise one diagonal pair and the right hind and left front limbs comprise the other.”
Diarthrodial Joint: A freely-movable joint characterized by the presence of a fibrous capsule, synovial membrane, lubricating (synovial) fluid and fibro- or hyaline cartilage layers which line opposing bony surfaces.
Differential List: A distinguishing list of diseases or conditions that present similar symptoms or clinical signs.
Distal Tarsitis: Inflammation associated with the lower joints of the horse’s tarsus (or hock).
Dock: Bony area of the tail where the hairs grow.
Dorsal: Toward the front of the limbs (below the levels of the carpus and tarsus) and toward the upper aspect of the head, neck, back, and pelvis.  “The horse’s withers are dorsal to the ribs.

Dorsal Plane: Passes through the head, body, or limb parallel to the dorsal surfaces.
Dorsal Subluxation: Abnormal repositioning or dislocation of a limb structure in a forward direction or a body structure in an ascending direction.
Dorsiflexion: Bending of the spine in a way that moves either end away from the ground surface.
Dorsolateral: Toward the front And outside of the lower limb (below the levels of the carpus and tarsus).  “The outside toe quarter is dorsolateral to the center of the navicular bone.”
Dorsomedial: Toward the front and inside of the limb (below the levels of the carpus and tarsus).  “The inside toe quarter is dorsomedial to the center of the navicular bone.”
Drifting: Orientation of the horse’s spine in a way that is not consistent with the trajectory (directional path of movement).

E
Eccentric Muscle Action: Relaxation or lengthening of muscle fibers.
Elbow: Projected joint above the forearm and in front of the girth.
Etiology: Cause or origin.
Excursion: Excessive up-and-down movement of one or more of the horse’s body parts.
Extrinsic: Originating from outside of the horse’s body or respective body part.

F
Face:  Part of the head from the forehead to the muzzle.
Farrier:  Occupation where an individual is trained in hoof care and shoeing.
Fascia: A thin sheath of fibrous tissue encasing muscle or other organs.
Fetlock: Joint where the cannon bone meets with the pastern.
Fibrocartilagenous Joint: Formed via the presence of an intervertebral disc.
Fibro-Osseous Junction: The site at which a ligament or tendon attaches to bone.
Fibrotic Myopathy: Pathologic condition characterized by the presence of scar (or fibrotic) tissue within one or more muscle bellies.  Scar tissue can deleteriously affect the pliability of the muscle(s) within which it develops, thereby having the potential to precipitate biomechanical lameness.
Fibrotic Tissue/Fibrosis: Scarring that typically forms pursuant to an injury and local tissue damage.
Filly: A young female horse under the age of 4 years old.
Flank: Thin folds of skin on the sides of the horse between the abdomen and the stifle.
Flexor Tendonitis: Inflammation of the superficial and/or deep digital flexor tendons.
Flexural Deformity: Excessive bending of one or more joints in response to disproportionate tension of the flexor apparatus.
Flight Path: The track of a limb or foot as it advances through the air during the non-weight bearing phase of the stride.
Flight Phase of Stride: The phase of a horse’s stride during which the respective limb is airborne (not in contact with the ground surface).
Floating: Dental work on the horse’s mouth where teeth are filed down and maintained for proper chewing.
Flying Lead Change: Changing the lead foot during a canter or lope and is typically completed during a direction change or turn.
Foal: Colt or Filly under the age of one year old.
Forearm:  Area between the elbow and the knee.
Forehead:  Upper part of the face, extends down the forelock to the top of each eye, the area between the horse’s eyes.
Forging: Striking of a forelimb with the ipsilateral hind limb (on the same side of the horse).  Usually occurs as the toe of the hind foot strikes the heel of the ipsilateral forefoot at the trot.  Also known as overreaching.
Fracture: A break or fragmentation.  “Blunt trauma resulted in fracture of the underlying bone.”
Fusion: The coalescence of two or more structures to form a single entity.

G
Gait: The pace at which a horse moves.  English riding includes the walk, trot, canter and gallop.  Western riding includes the walk, jog, lope and gallop.
Gallop:  Four-beat gait where each foot of the horse touches the ground at a separate time.  Fastest of the gaits.
Gaskin: Muscle above the hock.
Gateado: A smooth and supple quality possessed by superior moving Peruvian Paso horses.
Gelding:  Castrated male horse.
Girth: Just behind the front leg where the cinch of the saddle is situated.
Greater Trochanteric Bursitis: Inflammation of the greater trochanteric bursa, which is a synovial sac that lubricates the muddle gluteal muscle tendon as it course over the greater trochanter of the femur just outside of the hip joint.  This condition is often referred to as whorlbone in horses.
Green-broke:  A horse that has been trained with basic tack and is moving into basic riding techniques.
Green:  A horse in its early learning stages of a particular discipline.
Ground Reaction Force (GRF): The force exerted by the gound surface on a horse’s limb that is in contact with it.  Vertical (up and down), transverse (side to side), and sagittal (front to back) ground reaction forces are experienced by each limb during the latter’s respective stance phase of the stride.

H

Halter-broke: A horse that has been trained to accept a halter. 
Hand:  A unit of measurement to determine a horse’s height.  One hand equals 4 inches.  Partial measurements are then broken down to 1, 2, and 3.  (For example: 15.1 hands, 15.2 hands, 15.3 hands and 16 hands)  Horses are measure from the ground to the top of the withers.
Heterozygous:  Genes (more specifically alleles) that are not identical.
Hock: Joint between the gaskin and the hind cannon bone.
Homozygous:  Having two genes (more specifically alleles) that are identical.
Hoof:  Horny growth that protects the lower limb/foot.
Hyperflexion: Flexion of a joint beyond normal or expected limits.
Hyperkalemic Periodic Paralysis (HYPP):  Genetic muscular disorder that causes muscle weakness and tremors, sweating and difficulty breathing.  Can be traced back to the Quarter Horse stallion, Impressive.
Hypermetric: Movement (such as flexion of the limbs) beyond normal limits.
Hypoflexion: Flexion of a joint short of normal or expected limits.
Hypometric: Movement (such as flexion of the limbs) shy of normal limits.

I
Inbreeding: The mating of a brother to its sister, a sire to its daughter, or a son to its dam.  Typically done to fix or accentuate a particular trait or characteristic.  Can be harmful.
In Hand:  A horse that is led by an individual on the ground rather than riding.  Halter led.
Innervation: Nerve supply.
Interference: A lateral gait deficit in which one foot contacts the inside of the opposing limb during flight.  This is most commonly observed in horses that wing-in or plait, due to the close proximity of contralateral limbs during this activity.  Also known as brushing.
Inter-: Between
Intermittency: Alternately appearing and disappearing.
Intermittent Upward Fixation of the Patella (IUPF): A condition characterized by inadvertent engagement (or locking) of the patella over the medial trochlear ridge of the femur (an action epitomizing the primary component of the hind stay apparatus).
Intermuscular: Between muscle groups
Interphalangeal: Between two phalanges.  The horse has three phalanges in each limb: the first phalanx (also known as the long pastern bone or P1), the second phalanx (also known as the short pastern bone or P2), and the third phalanx (also known as the coffin bone, pedal bone, or P3).  There are two interphalangeal spaces: one between P1 and P2 and one between P2 and P3.
Intra-: Within
Intramuscular: Within a single muscle group.
Intrinsic: Originating from within the horse’s body or respective body part.
Ipsilateral: Located on the same side of the horse.  “The right front limb is ipsilateral to the right hind limb.”

J
Jaw: The large rounded area under the eye.
Jog: Two beat gait where each set of diagonal legs move together (ex. Front left leg moves with read right leg).  Gait in between the walk and the lope.  Referred to as a Trot in English riding.
Joint: A point of articulation between two or more bones.  Joints serve to absorb the force of impact, transfer the force via cartilage to bone, and to allow a variable degree of movement between bones.

K
Kinematics: The geometry of movement.
Kinesiology: The science of movement.
Kinetics: Forces that cause movement.
Knee: The joint located between the forearm and the cannon bone.
Kyphosis: Excessive ventroflexion of the spine, often referred to as a roached back.

L
Lame: A horse that is crippled or disabled, will show signs of limping or showing difficulty walking.
Laminitis: Inflammation of the (laminar) tissues that bond the horse’s hoof to the underlying (pedal) bone.  Laminitis is often bilateral and more commonly associated with the horse’s forelimbs.
Lateral: Away from the median plane.  “When you look at a horse’s left side you see the lateral surfaces of the left limbs.”
Lateral Gait: A method of movement in which the forelimb and hind limb situated on the same side of the horse mimic each other in action.
Laterality: Dominance of one side of the brain or body over the other side.
Lead: The forelimb not assigned to the working diagonal pair determines the lead at the canter, gallop, and run.  The lead forelimb protracts farther than the other forelimb at these gaits.
Ligament: A band of fibrous connective tissue that attaches bone to bone or bone to tendon.  Ligaments serve to stabilize structures relative to one another.
Line-breeding:  Mating horses that share a common ancestor.
Loin: The portion of the spinal column after the ribs, between the back and the croup.
Lope: Western riding term for the three beat gait where one hind leg extends first followed by the opposite diagonal pair and ending with the opposite hind leg.
Lordosis: Excessive dorsiflexion (or extension) of the spine, often referred to as a swayback.
Luxated: Full dislocation or displacement of one object relative to another.  This term usually refers to the abnormal positioning of bones relative to one another across a joint.

M

Maiden Mare:  A mare (female) that has never carried a foal.
Mare: A female horse aged four years and older.
Medial: Toward the median plane.  “When you look at a horse’s left side you see the medial surfaces of the right limbs.”
Median Anatomy: Parts of the horse’s body that are located near to, or along, the median plane (or midline).
Median Movement: Motion associated with the horse’s axial anatomy comprising the head, neck, chest, abdomen, rump, and tail (everything excluding the limbs).
Median Plane: Divides the horse’s body into right and left halves.
Metricity of Stride: Refers to the degree of movement with respect to the horse’s stride.
Midline: An imaginary line that splits the horse into right and left halves (also see Centerline).
Motor Nerves: Nerves that serve to incite muscle contraction or gland activity.
Multifactorial Lameness: Altered movement arising from more than primary source of pathology. “A horse with current right front foot and right stifle joint pain would be expected to exhibit multifactorial lameness.”
Mucking:  Cleaning of stalls.  Must be a daily chore to reduce the chances of disease and infection to surrounding horses and the build-up of urine odors.
Muscle: Tissue comprised of fibers that have the ability to contract and relax, thereby generating movement or maintaining posture of the bones to which it is attached.
Musculoskeletal: Refers to the horse’s bones, muscles, ligaments, tendons, and joints.
Muzzle:  Includes the nostrils and the upper and lower lip.
Myopathy: Muscle disease.
Myositis: Inflammation of muscle tissue.

N
Natural Aids: Natural cues or signals used to give a horse a command (e.g. human voice, legs, hands or body weight).
Natural Gait: A gait that the horse demonstrates within the first few days of life and is not inspired by generations of breeding.
Neck: Area between the head and shoulders.
Negative Palmar/Plantar Angulation: Abnormal positioning (angulation) of the third phalanx (P3, coffin, or pedal bone) within the hoof capsule, the front of the bone is elevated relative to the back of the bone and ground surface.
Neurologic Lameness: Altered movement(s) made in response to a lack of neuromuscular input and/or in an attempt to maintain balance.
Neuropathy: A disease or condition affecting the nervous system.
Nostril:  External opening of the nose.

O
Off Side: The horse’s right side, also known as the far side
On Side: The horse’s left side, also known as the near side.
Oscillation: The respective up and down movement of one or more of the horse’s body parts.
Ossification: The process of assuming the characteristics of bone.  Sometimes denoted as calcification.
Overreaching: Striking of a forelimb with the ipsilateral hind limb (on the same side of the horse).  Usually occurs as the toe of the hind foot strikes the heel of the ipsilateral forefoot at the trot.  Also known as forging,

P
Paddock:  A small enclosed area where horse can be turned out.
Pain-Mediated Lameness:  Altered movement(s) made in an attempt to avoid pain.  Pain is invariably a consequence of local inflammation and/or nerve compression.  As you might surmise, pain mediated lameness hurts.
Palmar: Toward the back of the forelimb below the level of the carpus.  “The navicular bone sits palmar to the coffin joint.”
Palmar Lateral: Toward the back and outside of the forelimb below the level of the carpus.  “The outside proximal sesamoid bone is positioned palmarlateral to the fetlock joint.”
Palmar Medial: Toward the back and inside of the forelimb below the level of the carpus.  “The inside proximal sesamoid bone is positioned palmar medial to the fetlock joint.”
Palpation: The examiner’s use of fingers and hands to physically perceive abnormality(ies) on or within the horse’s body and limbs.
Pastern:  Located between the fetlock and the hoof.
Pathognomonic: Distinctively peculiar to a specific disease or condition.
Pathology: A disease process or the study of disease.  Anything that is pathologic is abnormal.
Peak Vertical Force (PVF): The maximum vertical ground reaction force, which is encountered by each limb during mid-stance.
Pedigree: The recorded lineage of horses.
Pennate: A pattern of muscle tissue in which individual fiber bundles (called fascicles) attach obliquely (in a slanting array) to a common centralized tendon that runs the entire length of the structure.  This pattern allows for higher force production but maintains a smaller range of motion.
Perineural: Near or adjacent to nerves.
Periosteum: A dense layer of connective tissue that covers bone.
Peripheral Lameness: Lameness associated with the horse’s extremities (limbs).
Peripheral Neurologic Lameness: Altered movement stemming from abnormal function of nerves outside of the brain and spinal column.
Periphery: The aspects of the horse located away from the center or midline.  “The peripheral nervous system comprises the nerves and ganglia outside of the brain and spinal cord.”
Pisos: A term describing the quality of gait (e.g. timing, extension, animation, smoothness, elegance, and forward motion) demonstrated by the Peruvian Paso horse.
Plaiting: Technically means braiding.  With respect to equine ambulation, plaiting refers to the way in which the limbs track during protraction; one foot is placed directly in front of the other.  Often referred to as rope walking.
Plantar: Toward the back of the hind limb below the level of the tarsus.  “The hind navicular bone sits plantar to the coffin joint.”
Plantarolateral: Toward the back and outside of the hind limb below the level of the tarsus. “The outside proximal sesamoid bone is positioned plantarolateral to the hind fetlock joint.”
Plantaromedial:  Toward the back and inside of the hind limb below the level of the tarsus.  “The inside proximal sesamoid bone is positioned Plantaromedial to the hind fetlock joint.”
Point of the Hip: Bone projecting on both sides of the hindquarters, located between the loin and the croup.

Point of the Shoulder: Bone protruding from the shoulder, toward the chest.

Poll: Part of the head, at the top of the neck and between the ears.

Pommel: Raised area on the front of an English saddle.
Posterior: Toward the rear of the horse.  More appropriately denoted as caudal.  “The horse’s pelvis is posterior to the withers.”
Prognosis:  A forecast of the course of a disease or affliction.  “High motion joint disease often carries a guarded prognosis for future soundness in the performance horse.”
Protraction: The movement of a body part (e.g. a limb) in a forward direction.
Proximal: Toward the attached (upper) end of the limb.  “The carpus is proximal to the fetlock joint.”

R
Retinaculum:  A fibrous retaining band that houses and stabilizes multiple tendons as they course along the horse’s limb.
Rostral: Toward the nose.  Refers only to anatomy of the head.  “The horse’s eyes are rostral to the ears.”

S
Saddle Horn: Raised area on the front of a western saddle.
Sagittal Plane: Any plane parallel to the median plane.  For instance, a plane dividing the right and left sides of a hoof.
Sensory Nerves: Nerves that serve to carry sensory information to the brain for processing.
Sheath: A “sleeve” that envelops tendons as they course over or under joint surfaces.
Shoulder: Area below the withers and above the front leg.

Sire: A horse’s father.

[bookmark: Sock]Sock: White markings on the lower legs that do not extend past the knee or hock.

Sound: A horse that is free from injury or lameness.
Solar Surfaces: The (bottom) aspect of the foot that contacts the ground surface.
Speedy Cutting: Striking the hind limb with a forefoot.  Usually observed in disciplines that entail making sharp turns at high speeds (e.g. barrel racing and cutting).
Spurs: A metal, mechanical aid worn on the back of a rider’s boot.

Stallion: Uncastrated male horse.
Stance: The phase of a horse’s stride during which the respective limb is in contact with the ground surface.
Stay-Apparatus:  An arrangement of muscles, tendons, and ligaments that work together to “lock” major joints of a limb in the extended position.  The horse enjoys stay-apparatuses in both the fore and hind limbs, thereby allowing it to remain standing with minimal muscular effort.  The mechanism is transiently employed during locomotion and fully employed during periods of upright sleep.
Stifle: Joint of the hind leg located at the lower part of the flank.

Stock Horse: A type of horse that is used for ranch and cattle work.

Stocking: White markings on the horse’s leg that start directly above the hoof and extend past the knee or hock.
Striking: Contacting a limb with a hoof.
Stud: Another name for a stallion or colt and is a typical name for a male horse being used for breeding purposes.
Subacute: Of fairly recent onset.  “This is a subacute lameness; it developed last Tuesday.”
Subluxated: Partial dislocation or displacement of one object (usually bone) relative to another.
Suspensory Desmitis: Inflammation of the suspensory ligament body and/or its branches.
Synarthrodial Joint:  A fibrous junction that allows little or no motion between articulating bones.
Syndesmodic Joint: An immovable joint in which bones are joined by dense connective tissue.
Synovial:  Associated with a joint, tendon sheath, and/or bursa (which are all synovial structures).

T
Tack: A name for the equipment used on horses (e.g. brushes for grooming, reins, saddle, etc.).
Telemedical Evaluation: Remote analysis performed through the use of telecommunications technology (e.g. electronic devices such as smart phones and computers).
Tendon:  A band of fibrous collagen tissue that attaches muscle to bone.  Tendons serve to move structures relative to one another.
Tendon Sheath:  A “sleeve” that facilitates tendon movement over or under joint surfaces via synovial lubrication.
Tendonitis: Inflammation of tendon tissue.
Tenobursitis: Inflammation of tendon tissue within the confines of a synovial bursa.
Tenopathy: Tendon disease.

Termino: A desirable action in the Peruvian Paso horse; outward swinging of the forelimb that emanates from the shoulder joint.
Thread: The character of transitions demonstrated by the Peruvian Paso horse from the walk up and through the faster gaits. 

Throat Latch: Behind the jaw where the head attaches to the flank.
Torsion:  Twisting or wrenching of the horse’s body or body part.
Transverse Plane:  Passes through the head, body, or limb perpendicular to the part’s long axis.
Trot: Two beat gait where each set of diagonal legs move together (ex. front left leg moves with rear right leg). Gait in between a walk and a canter. Referred as a Jog in western riding.

U
Unilateral Lameness:  Altered movement manifesting on one (either right or left) side of the horse; but not both.
Unsoundness: A horse that shows injury or lameness while walking.

V
Ventral:  Toward the lower aspect (bottom) aspect of the head, neck, belly, and pelvis.  Does not refer to the horse’s limbs.  “The horse’s sternum is ventral to the withers.”
Ventroflexion: Bending of the spine in a way that moves either end toward the ground surface.
Vice: An undesired behavior in horses, such as cribbing or weaving. Typically developed due to boredom and can cause major health problems.

W
Weaving: An undesired habit, or vice, where horses sway from side to side in their stalls. Can be a result of boredom.
Winging-In:  The foreleg swings to the inside (toward the horse’s midline) during protraction.  Also known as dishing.
Winging-Out:  The foreleg swings to the outside (away from the horse’s midline) during protraction.  Also knowns as paddling.
Withers: A bony ridge that begins at the crest of the neck and runs into the back in a gradual manner.
Wrong Lead:  Leading with the outside (rather than the inside) forelimb while turning or circling.

X


Y
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yearling: Colt or filly between one and two years of age.
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